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Mr. Gandhi's representations upon the three legislative points specified in the
third paragraph of my above-mentioned despatch, and gave instructions for the
necessary amendments to be made in the text of the Bill prior to its introduc-
tion in the House of Assembly.
 2.	You will have learnt from my telegram of the 3rd instant that the Bill was
introduced and read a first time on Tuesday last, and  was  set down for
second reading on Monday the 8th instant.   The variations  from  the original
text have also been communicated to you by cablegram.   Copies of the Bill as
introduced accompany my despatch No. 362 of the 5th instant.
 3.	Mr. Gandhi's wishes have been met by the elimination from Clause 2(1) (a)
of the words "at the commencement of this Act", and the substitution of the
word "exists" for the word "existed".   The word "then" has been retained
before the word "recognized", but I am not aware whether this retention is deli-
berate or due to an oversight.   I am enquiring into the point, but in any case it
does not seem to be one to which importance need be attached. The para-
graph in its present form restores the privileges in regard to the registration
of Indian marriages which were provided in the last type-written draft, as
enclosed with my despatch Secret No. 4 of the  16th ultimo. By a  further
amendment of Clause 2(1), the words "Magistrate or" have been inserted on
page 2, line 25 of the new print.   Thereby all Magistrates will be enabled to
register  Indian  marriages   under Clause  2,  irrespective of the circumstance
whether or not they also hold appointment as marriage officers. This meets
Mr. Gandhi's second point. His third (relating to the admission of the children
of a deceased woman who, had she lived, would have been   eligible   under
Clause 3 for exemption from restriction) is met by the introduction of the
words following the word "defined" on page 4, line 33 of the new print.
4.	I have reason to believe that General Smuts is anxious to   complete the
second reading stage as soon as possible.    It is to be hoped, therefore, that the
Bill will not be crowded out by financial business on Monday. Considerable
opposition from Natal members on both sides of the House is anticipated. Sir
Thomas Smartt and other prominent Unionist members may be expected to give
the Bill a helping hand.  There are no indications at present as to the attitude
which the Hertzogites and the Labour party are likely to adopt.
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